
TEXE ATBVDRNIEY GENERAT. 
OF TrxcxAs 

July 10, 1974 

The Honor8blc Joe Allen . 
State of Texas 
House of Repierent8tivee 
Aumtin, Tur 

Open Recordr Decision No. 40 

Re: Itemized liet of long diet8nce 
ulle made by members of Legir- 
l8ture on contingent expense 
account. 

Dur Repreeent8tive Allen: 

Purau;mL to Section 7 (8) of Article 6252-178. V. T. C. S., the Open 
Rqcorda Act, you have aeked whether you are oblig8ted to mrrke 8tiil8blc 
II . . . itemized telephone company etatemente which lirt long diet8nce 
telephone calla mrde by 8 .member of the Houre 8nd eh8rged to hie or her 
contingent expen8e 8ccount.!’ You h8ve cited Section 3(a)(9) of the Act, 
which except8 lrom m8ndatory diwclorure “private correspondence and 
communic8tiono of 8n elected office holder rekting to matterr the dir- 
closure of which would constitute an invasion of privacy, ” l a the basis 
for the refuerl by the curtodi8n of theme racordr to.nuke them l vailible 
to various newspaper reportep.. 

We do not believe th8t 8n itemized list of long dimt8nce telephone 
~811s charged to the atite f8lle within the protection of Section 3(a)(9). 
Such a list eimply ie not a communication. Furthermore, Section 6b) (3) 
of the Act apecific8lly maker public, “information in rny.account. voucher, 
or contrrct de8ling with the receipt or expenditure of public or other fundr 
by governmental bodier, not otherwise m8de confident%1 by law.” 

Thue,st8tementm which itemize long diet8nce telephone c8llr nude 
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by members of the Howe of Representatives and charged to their 
contingent expense accountr are public information and should be 
released. 

Very truly yourm, 

Attorney General of Texas 

APPROVED: , 

Opinion C0mmittee 


